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Introduction
We have a lot to reflect on as the first term draws to a close. Despite the ongoing situation with covid, we are
proud that we have managed to continue with a level of normality not seen for almost 2 years. We are thankful
for the huge levels of support you have shown for all performances of our nativities for Early Years and KS1 and
Crafternoon for KS2 classes. We have had a number of trips and visitors once again – an essential part of our
school life. This has included Y5 exploring Acomb as part of their Young Leaders award work; Y3 & Y4 visiting
Local museums and the pantomime; a Roman soldier visiting Y3 & Y4 and some real life owls in reception. Our Y6
residential to Bewerley Park made a welcome return to the calendar too.
In the New Year we are planning to continue this, with more trips in the pipeline for other year groups as well as
visits from Lee & Dawn Threadgold at Animated Objects to work with all year groups.
We have had some recent fundraising events in school – the Poppy Appeal raised £140.20 and our Christmas
Jumper Day for the Lily Foundation raised £483.75 including Gift Aid with a further £97.10 collected at the
nativities.

New: Staffing Update
After Christmas, Mrs Forrest will be reducing her hours in the office – working until 1pm each day. We have been
unable to fill the afternoon role at this time and will be re-advertising in January. If you need to contact school
after lunch, please email or leave a voice message, which will be picked up during the afternoon.

New: Young Voices
We have heard that the Y6 Young Voices concert, planned for Friday 4th February has been postponed. As soon as
we have a new date we will let you know – tickets will be valid for the new date.

New: Word of the Week
Each week we have a ‘word of the week’ that we focus on as a school. We introduce it to children in assembly
time and display it round the school. On Friday, during celebration assembly, we give certificates to children who
have shown good character through demonstrating this word in their work, play or other interactions.
This week’s word has been Perseverance and in January, we are focussing on Trust.

Updated: Dates for your diary
Tue

4

Thu

6

Tue
Fri

8
18

January
School opens for all children at 8.40am
Animated Objects visit – Little Red Riding Hood for
Reception & KS1
February
Safer Internet Day
3.00 School Closes to all children
Half Term Monday 21st – Friday 25th

New: Lost Property
We cannot stress how important it is to name your child’s school clothes, coats, footwear, PE kits etc. A
staggering number of unnamed items have been donated to charity at the end of this term. (Unnamed school
tops with the logo will be washed and put into the second hand boxes for parents to buy at 50p per item).
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New: ParentPay – keeping your details up to date
Please let us know of any changes of home address, email address or mobile number by emailing
office@acomb.pmat.academy. We will update your child’s contact details. However, it is your responsibility to
update your email and mobile details on ParentPay (to receive emails and texts) as your account is password
protected. Thank you.

Spring Term Clubs
These are the clubs we will have running after Christmas. Some are new and some are continuing from this term.
Places for school clubs can be booked at https://acomb.schoolcloud.co.uk/
See the end of this newsletter for flyers to book externally run clubs.
Club Name
Building Friendships with
Lego
Acapella Singing
Yoga (8.10am)
Earth (science) club
Reading & Craft
Club Name
Multi Sports
Football
Dodgeball
Football
Tennis
Tennis (8.00am)
Multi Skills

Day
Monday

Clubs run by school staff
Run by
Location
Miss Costa-Alves Y3 classroom

Tuesday
Miss Allen
Wednesday Mrs Batey
School Hall
Thursday
Mrs Johnson
EJMB classroom
Thursday
Miss Greenwood Miss Greenwood’s classroom
Clubs run by External Providers
Day
Run by
Tuesday
Ignite
Tuesday
York City
See booking link below
Wednesday Ignite
Wednesday Ignite
Thursday
ABC Tennis
Friday
ABC Tennis
Friday
Ignite

Year Groups
KS2
(now full)
KS2
Y6
Y1 & Y2
Y1
Year Groups
KS2
Y3 & Y4
KS2
Y5 & Y6
Y1 & Y2
KS2
Y1 & Y2

New: Y5 science project
Please could all year 5 children (classes CJ and TD) bring a 2 litre clear plastic bottle to school at the start of the
spring term? They will be making wormeries! Thank you.

New: Next term’s lunch menu
We shall be continuing with this term’s menu when we return to school in January, starting with week 3 as per
the attached plan. All menus for children who have dietary needs will also be as for last term.

Online Safety
Each week we will upload a new guide to the website to support you with keeping your child safe. This week the
focus is on Christmas themed online activities.
When parents and carers finally have the chance to spend some quality time with their child over Christmas,
many face a familiar struggle to prise their young one’s attention away from their phone, console, tablet or
computer. Attached are some seasonal suggestions of how to make the most of the online world this Christmas.

https://acombprimary.org.uk/curriculum/e-safety
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Bookings close at 11.59pm on Thursdays for the week
ahead. You can book for the term but you MUST pay for
your bookings immediately.
If you need an emergency place at the club, as before email: oosc@acomb.pmat.academy
This can only be used in an emergency; we cannot take booking requests after the Thursday cut off.
Please note, if you wish to contact the Out of School club after the school day has finished, please select
the appropriate option and you will be put through to the Out of School Club room and they will take
your message. Remember that the school number has changed to 01904 806799.

Friends of Acomb Primary (FOAP)
FOAP would like to thank everyone for your donations and for coming to support our Christmas events. Your
generosity has raised just over £1480 of much-needed funds for school, and we’re absolutely thrilled! Wishing
you all a very Merry Christmas – see you again for more fundraising in the New Year!

FOAP are making a fundraising plea to our wonderful school community to help us raise much
needed funds for Acomb.
One of the easiest and safest ways for you to help us is for you to select FOAP as your chosen charity
when shopping online via easyfundraising or Amazon Smile. Both sites are easy to use and incur no
additional costs to you. Each time you shop using them, they donate money to the Friends of Acomb
Primary School. During 2021 they sent cheques for just over £50, but there are currently only a handful
of people using it so with your help this could be MUCH more!
To help support us via Easyfundraising:
Download the Easyfundraising App, or go to www.easyfundraising.org.uk. Either sign-up or login and
choose to support “The Friends of Acomb Primary School – York”, then whenever you are online
shopping simply go through the easyfundraising app or webpage, select the shop you want, and this will
then lead to a percentage of the spend being donated.
Lots of retailers including Marks and Spencer’s, Argos, ao.com, notonthehighstreet.com,
booking.com and gocompare are available donating various percentages.
To help support us via AmazonSmile:
Download the AmazonSmile App or go to http://www.smile.amazon.co.uk. Either sign-up (if you do not
already have an Amazon account) or login (with your existing account) and choose to support “Friends
of Acomb Primary School”, then whenever you shop on Amazon they will make a 0.5% donation (on
eligible purchases) to us.
With the shopping we are all likely to do in the run up to Christmas, in the winter sales and in
preparation for any birthdays, events, or forthcoming holidays these small donations will make a HUGE
difference. If you can help us to spread the word and get your family and friends to sign up too, that’d
be even better!
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Lots of us make New Year resolutions. Have you ever resolved to be a better parent? How long did you last?
There are no perfect parents, but there are things we can do to parent our children more effectively.
Perhaps this year, instead of making that resolution, you could join us for one of our courses and take "Time Out" to think
about what you are doing with your children, meet other parents and share stories and hear ideas from evidence-based
material. Courses are free to attend and are fun and interactive.
The following courses are starting in January:
Handling Anger in the Family
Monday evenings 7.15 to 9pm for 4 weeks starting 17th January, online via Zoom. For flyer click here
Tuesday mornings 9.30 to 11.30am for 4 weeks starting 18th January at The Avenues Children's Centre, Sixth Ave, Tang
Hall, YO31 0TX For flyer click here
Thursday afternoons 12.45 to 2.45pm for 4 weeks starting 27th January, online via Zoom. For flyer click here
Time Out for Parents - the Teenage Years:
Tuesday evenings 7.30 to 9.30pm for 5 weeks starting 18th January at Archbishop Holgate's School Hull Road, York YO10 5ZA
For flyer click here
Time Out for Parents - the Primary Years:
Tuesday evenings 7.15 to 9pm for 5 weeks starting 18th January, online via Zoom. For flyer click here
Wednesday mornings 9.30 to 11.30am for 5 weeks starting 19th January at Heworth Methodist Church, Heworth Village, York
YO31 1AE For flyer click here
To book a place or for further information please contact: Helen Atkinson on 07393 147259 email helenatkinson@fmy.org.uk
or you can find more information about our courses on our website https://fmy.org.uk/parenting/
Do follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.
And please pass the flyers on to any parents you think might be interested.
We also offer Reconnect, a 5 session couple to couple mentoring service, focusing on relationship skills to help you strengthen
your couple relationship. For details contact Emma at emmamarshall@fmy.org.uk
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York City Club Booking Link
https://officialsoccerschools.co.uk/yorkcity/catalog/product/view/id/
15529/s/year-3-4-acomb-primary-school/category/55/
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Key Stage 2 TENNIS CLUB
FRIDAYS BEFORE SCHOOL from 7th January, 2022!

Dear Parent/Carer,
We are delighted to let you know that ABC-Tennis-UK will be running an after-school tennis club exclusively for children
in Years 3-6 throughout the Spring Term, beginning on the 7th January, 2022 for 13 weeks. Our coach will meet the
children at the front of school as they arrive and if the light and weather permits, the sessions will be delivered outside
wherever possible.
The club will be on a Friday before school between the hours of 8am 8.45am.
This club is available to sign up to now for 13 weeks. We have 16 places available, which we expect to go quickly, so please
act quickly to reserve your child’s space! Please note: Do NOT send your child to the club if they are exhibiting any
symptoms of Coronavirus.
DATES: The club will begin on the 07/01/2022. The final session before half term will be on 18/02/2022. We will
then recommence after half term on 04/03/2022 and the final session of term will be on 08/04/2022.
TIMES: 8am – 8.45am
COST: £4.50/week/child. £58.50/child (for 13 x 45-minute sessions)

HOW TO SIGN UP:
1)

Please provide the information below via email to: abc-tennis@outlook.com
- Name of School.
- Child’s Name.
- Year.
- Any medical information we should be made aware of.
- Consent to administer first aid if required
- Emergency contact number and name.
-Confirmation of full payment (below) being complete

2)

Make full payment for the term via BACS – see below - (sorry no cash/cheques accepted)
A/N: 48051918
SORT CODE: 56-00-70
REFERENCE: school initials followed by CHILD’S SURNAME AND INITIAL

Terms and Conditions: Payments are non-refundable unless in the event of injury
or serious illness inc. COVID-19 symptoms. The club provide racquets and balls, but please ensure children have water
with them and appropriate P.E Kit for the club given the time of year. Behavioural code: 3 strike rule in operation for unsafe,
unacceptable, or disruptive behaviour. Parents will be emailed after the second warning and if children receive a third ‘strike’
they will be asked to forgo their place for the term, which will be non-refundable. This is to allow all children to gain maximum
benefit from the coach’s time.

Ben Orton/Matt Ward
ABC-Tennis-UK LTD
07538508923/07882267971
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Key Stage 1 TENNIS CLUB
THURSDAYS AFTER SCHOOL from 6th January 2022!

Dear Parent/Carer,
We are delighted to let you know that ABC-Tennis-UK will be running an after-school tennis club exclusively for children
in Year 1 and Year 2, throughout the Spring Term, beginning on the 6th January, 2022 for 13 weeks. Our coach will
meet the children in the school hall and if the light and weather permits, the session will be delivered outside wherever
possible.
The club will be on a Thursday after school between the hours of 3pm and 4pm.
This club is available to sign up to now for 13 weeks. We have 16 places available, which we expect to go quickly, so please
act quickly to reserve your child’s space! Please note: Do NOT send your child to the club if they are exhibiting any
symptoms of Coronavirus.
DATES: The club will begin on the 06/01/2022. The final session before half term will be on 17/02/2022. We will
then recommence after half term on 03/03/2022 and the final session of term will be on 07/04/2022.
TIMES: 3pm – 4pm
COST: £4.50/week/child. £58.50/child (for 13 x 60-minute sessions)

HOW TO SIGN UP:
1)

Please provide the information below via email to: abc-tennis@outlook.com
- Name of School.
- Child’s Name.
- Year.
- Any medical information we should be made aware of.
- Consent to administer first aid if required
- Emergency contact number and name.
-Confirmation of full payment (below) being complete

2)

Make full payment for the term via BACS – see below - (sorry no cash/cheques accepted)
A/N: 48051918
SORT CODE: 56-00-70
REFERENCE: school initials followed by CHILD’S SURNAME AND INITIAL

Terms and Conditions: Payments are non-refundable unless in the event of injury
or serious illness inc. COVID-19 symptoms. The club provide racquets and balls, but please ensure children have water
with them and appropriate P.E Kit for the club given the time of year. Behavioural code: 3 strike rule in operation for unsafe,
unacceptable, or disruptive behaviour. Parents will be emailed after the second warning and if children receive a third ‘strike’
they will be asked to forgo their place for the term, which will be non-refundable. This is to allow all children to gain maximum
benefit from the coach’s time.

Ben Orton/Matt Ward
ABC-Tennis-UK LTD
07538508923/07882267971

