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Introduction
This week has been another busy one in school – with a full day on Monday for staff taking part in some training
and moderating assessment judgements together. We have some continuing staff absences which have made
things tricky but we are managing this and appreciate your understanding and patience with any disruption.
This week also saw Christmas dinner on Tuesday and Wednesday, which were a big success – huge thanks for this
go to our kitchen team for making this work so smoothly and cooking such a tasty dinner.

New: Word of the Week
Each week we have a ‘word of the week’ that we focus on as a school. We introduce it to children in assembly
time and display it round the school. On Friday, during celebration assembly, we give certificates to children who
have shown good character through demonstrating this word in their work, play or other interactions.
This week’s word has been Self-Discipline and next week we are focussing on Patience.
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9.15 KS1 Nativity, school hall
1.30 KS1 Nativity, school hall
9.15 KS1 Nativity, school hall
2.00pm Y5 Christmas Event
2.00pm Y6 Christmas Event
1.00pm Y3 Christmas Event
2.00pm Y4 Christmas Event

A chance to see a recording of the Christmas concert
and take part in a craft activity with your child in the
school hall.

Christmas Jumper Day

Wear a Christmas jumper or other Christmas themed
clothing and bring a donation for our charity of the
year.

Y6 Christmas Party
Y3 & Y4 Christmas Party
1.30 Reception Nativity, Gateway Church
Y5 Christmas Party
am - Reception & KS1 Party

See below for information about tickets

1.00pm - Carols in the KS2 playground for whole
school. School closes for Christmas Break after Carols

All are welcome and children may go home after
this. Please note, the Out of School Club will not be
open after school on this date. (Breakfast Club will
run as usual in the morning)

Important Reminder: Nativity Arrangements
We are still planning to go ahead next week but need to highlight some very important information as mentioned
last week.
All performances are ticketed (no cost) and are strictly limited to 2 tickets per child. This has to be adhered to
and entry for more than this number will not be permitted. Please note that pre-school children count in this
allocation – it is not whether they need a chair, it is about the number of people in the room, whatever their age.
To clarify – only two guests per child in Y1 or Y2 are allowed to attend. Please could all adults wear a mask.
I realise this could be difficult for some families, but we have risk assessed and need to stick to this for everyone’s
safety.
Please follow this requirement to prevent any upset on the door next week which would inevitably impact on
your child.
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Reminder: Parent Governor Vacancy
We have a vacancy for a parent governor to start in 2022. Governors play an important role in the running of the
school and work alongside the headteacher and other leaders and with Pathfinder trust to help the school
improve and develop. Governors are made up of parents, staff and people from the local community who have
an interest in the strategic leadership of a school. We have two elected parent governors on the committee and
have one vacancy currently. If you are interested in this role you can request a nomination form from Mrs Forrest
in the school office (office@acomb.pmat.academy) or contact for a telephone chat with myself (Mr Haynes)
(contact again via the school office please).
Nominations will close on Monday 6th December 2021. If there are more nominations than vacancies, an election
will be held - further details would be sent out to all parents in that instance.

Reminder: Christmas Jumper Day
On Friday 10th December we will be having a Christmas Jumper day in aid of our charity of the year The Lily
Foundation. Children may wear a Christmas jumper or other item of festive wear on this non-uniform day.
Don’t worry if you don’t have a Christmas jumper – just add a piece of tinsel to your hair or wear some sparkly
socks. Donations to The Lily Foundation can be made via our Justgiving Page:

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/acomb-tlf
Reminder: Children in Years 3 and 4 - Pantomime
Exciting news! Years 3 and 4 (classes RS, MCA and HC) are going to the pantomime at York Theatre Royal on
Tuesday 7th December. This year's show is Cinderella and stars one of CBeebies most popular personalities, Andy
Day. We will be walking to the Theatre. We need to be there by 10am so need a prompt departure. School doors
will be opened earlier than usual at 8.30am and we will be setting at 8.50am. The children should all wear
school uniform, sensible footwear and a coat.
The children will be given an ice cream which will be paid for by the Friends of Acomb Primary. Thank you to
them for this generous donation. (We will provide an alternative for those children who cannot eat dairy
products).
All children (and adults) will need a packed lunch on the day and a water bottle to take with them (as usual no
nuts, nut products, glass bottles or fizzy drinks please). We kindly ask parents to NOT send children with sweets.
The theatre have agreed that the children may start eating their packed lunch during the interval. As they might
still be eating when the second half starts, they have asked parents to try and minimise packaging that rustles or
is difficult to open! Thank you.

NEW: Team Points
Exciting News! Both Red and Green teams have made it to the top of their team points tubes so all children from
these teams may have a non-uniform day next Thursday 9th December.
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Bookings close at 11.59pm on Thursdays for the week
ahead. You can book for the term but you MUST pay for
your bookings immediately.
If you need an emergency place at the club, as before email: oosc@acomb.pmat.academy
This can only be used in an emergency; we cannot take booking requests after the Thursday cut off.
Please note, if you wish to contact the Out of School club after the school day has finished, please select
the appropriate option and you will be put through to the Out of School Club room and they will take
your message. Remember that the school number has changed to 01904 806799.

Please note, the Out of School Club will not run after school on Friday 17th December.
Breakfast Club will run as normal on 17th.
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Friends of Acomb Primary (FOAP)
FOAP are making a fundraising plea to our wonderful school community to help us raise much
needed funds for Acomb.
One of the easiest and safest ways for you to help us is for you to select FOAP as your chosen charity
when shopping online via easyfundraising or Amazon Smile. Both sites are easy to use and incur no
additional costs to you. Each time you shop using them, they donate money to the Friends of Acomb
Primary School. During 2021 they sent cheques for just over £50, but there are currently only a handful
of people using it so with your help this could be MUCH more!
To help support us via Easyfundraising:
Download the Easyfundraising App, or go to www.easyfundraising.org.uk. Either sign-up or login and
choose to support “The Friends of Acomb Primary School – York”, then whenever you are online
shopping simply go through the easyfundraising app or webpage, select the shop you want, and this will
then lead to a percentage of the spend being donated.
Lots of retailers including Marks and Spencer’s, Argos, ao.com, notonthehighstreet.com,
booking.com and gocompare are available donating various percentages.

To help support us via AmazonSmile:
Download the AmazonSmile App or go to http://www.smile.amazon.co.uk. Either sign-up (if you do not
already have an Amazon account) or login (with your existing account) and choose to support “Friends
of Acomb Primary School”, then whenever you shop on Amazon they will make a 0.5% donation (on
eligible purchases) to us.
With the shopping we are all likely to do in the run up to Christmas, in the winter sales and in
preparation for any birthdays, events, or forthcoming holidays these small donations will make a HUGE
difference. If you can help us to spread the word and get your family and friends to sign up too, that’d
be even better!
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Lots of us make New Year resolutions. Have you ever resolved to be a better parent? How long did you last?
There are no perfect parents, but there are things we can do to parent our children more effectively.
Perhaps this year, instead of making that resolution, you could join us for one of our courses and take "Time Out" to think
about what you are doing with your children, meet other parents and share stories and hear ideas from evidence-based
material. Courses are free to attend and are fun and interactive.
The following courses are starting in January:
Handling Anger in the Family
Monday evenings 7.15 to 9pm for 4 weeks starting 17th January, online via Zoom. For flyer click here
Tuesday mornings 9.30 to 11.30am for 4 weeks starting 18th January at The Avenues Children's Centre, Sixth Ave, Tang
Hall, YO31 0TX For flyer click here
Thursday afternoons 12.45 to 2.45pm for 4 weeks starting 27th January, online via Zoom. For flyer click here
Time Out for Parents - the Teenage Years:
Tuesday evenings 7.30 to 9.30pm for 5 weeks starting 18th January at Archbishop Holgate's School Hull Road, York YO10 5ZA
For flyer click here
Time Out for Parents - the Primary Years:
Tuesday evenings 7.15 to 9pm for 5 weeks starting 18th January, online via Zoom. For flyer click here
Wednesday mornings 9.30 to 11.30am for 5 weeks starting 19th January at Heworth Methodist Church, Heworth Village, York
YO31 1AE For flyer click here
To book a place or for further information please contact: Helen Atkinson on 07393 147259 email helenatkinson@fmy.org.uk
or you can find more information about our courses on our website https://fmy.org.uk/parenting/
Do follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.
And please pass the flyers on to any parents you think might be interested.
We also offer Reconnect, a 5 session couple to couple mentoring service, focusing on relationship skills to help you strengthen
your couple relationship. For details contact Emma at emmamarshall@fmy.org.uk

Specialist Teaching Team for Autism
Parent Support Spring 2022
Virtual Parent Group: Topic Talks
Topic Discussions led by the Specialist Teaching Team for Autism via Zoom.
Due to the nature of the ZOOM platform and confidentiality issues, we will
be unable to discuss named children during this time.

Sessions this term:
Managing Emotions Wednesday 19th January 2022 (10-11am)
Toileting Wednesday 2nd February 2022 (10-11am)
Autism and Adolescence Wednesday 16th February 2022 (1011am)
Using Visuals Wednesday 9th March 2022 (10-11am)
Successful Trips Out Wednesday 23rd March 2022 (10-11am)

To book your place on the session, please email your name and contact
email address, stating which session(s) you would like to book to:
parentcarerautismsupport@york.gov.uk
This is an admin email address and we are unable to forward or respond to
queries via this email.
Bookings close the Thursday before the session.
If we receive a high volume of attendees we may need to allocate spaces
on the session on a first come, first served basis.
If you would like to request a theme to be discussed on
“Topic Talks” in the future, please complete the survey below.
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/DNF5LM6

Specialist Teaching Team for Autism
Parent Support Spring 2022
Parent/Carer Phone Line
The Specialist Teaching Team Autism are offering parents/carers the
opportunity to talk individually to a member of the team regarding general
issues and concerns about children/young people with autism. 20 minutes is
allocated per phone call.

Dates and times:
Wednesday 26th January 2022 9.30-11.30 am
Wednesday 9th February 2022 9.30-11.30 am
Wednesday 2nd March 2022 9.30-11.30 am
Wednesday 16th March 2022 9.30-11.30 am
Wednesday 30th March 2022 9.30-11.30 am

To book your place on the session, please email:
parentcarerautismsupport@york.gov.uk
This is an admin email address and we are unable to forward or respond
queries via this email.
Bookings close the Thursday before the session.
We require your name and a contact telephone number for us to contact
you. We will then send you an approximate time slot for your 20 minute call.
If we receive a high volume of requests we may need to allocate spaces
on the session on a first come, first served basis.

