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Introduction
It’s a pleasure to start this week’s newsletter with some wonderful news. I am delighted to tell you that Mrs
Stevens has had a beautiful baby girl, Ava. I’m sure you will join me in sending congratulations to Emma and Rob
at this very happy time.
You may have heard that we have had a number of children absent this week due to illness. We will write to year
groups when there is a positive Covid case within the cohort – although, as advised by public health, we won’t do
this multiple times in the same 10-day period.
As an important reminder, if your child has sickness or diarrhoea, we require them to be kept off school for 48
hours from the last episode. If your child is sent home from school they should stay off for two full days after the
day they are sent home.
Please note that the school phone changed in August to 01904 806799. The old line will stop taking
messages after 3pm tonight.
Lee Haynes
Headteacher

New: Word of the Week
Each week we have a ‘word of the week’ that we focus on as a school. We introduce it to children in assembly
time and display it round the school. On Friday, during celebration assembly, we give certificates to children who
have shown good character through demonstrating this word in their work, play or other interactions.
This week’s word has been

Independence and next week we are focussing on Resilience.

Updated: Dates for your diary
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Parents’ Evening
Flu Immunisation for all children
3.00 School Closes to all children
Training day – school closed to children
Half Term Monday 25th – Friday 29th
November
8.40 School Opens to all children
Pre-school siblings can be brought to the hall from
Individual Photos
8.00am
In-school siblings will be taken during the school day.
3.00pm Phonics Information Meeting for EY &
Y1 parents
Anti-Bullying Week
Non-Uniform: Children in Need
Y6 Residential to Bewerley Park
Training day – school closed to children
Reception & KS1 Christmas Lunch
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New information: Young Voices Concert – Year Six parents
Year Six children will be bringing home a letter today about tickets for the Young Voices concert on 4th February
2022. These are tickets for parents and family members to purchase to see the evening concert at Sheffield
Arena – you don’t need to pay for the children who will be in the choir. Payment should be made via ParentPay.
All orders must be placed by Wednesday 20th October. As this is very short notice and in the middle of the
month, if you need support with making this payment, let us know immediately so we can talk to you about a
payment plan.

New information: Charity of the Year
Each year we support a charity for the year, to educate children about different good cause and to raise
awareness of their work. This year we have chosen The Lily Foundation who support people with mitochondrial
disease and their families. This is a charity close to our hearts and we will organise various events during the year
to fundraise and increase awareness around their work.
For more information about mitochondrial disease and the work of the Lily Foundation, visit
https://www.thelilyfoundation.org.uk/
There is a video explaining more at https://www.thelilyfoundation.org.uk/get-informed/mitochondrial-disease/

New information: Friends of Acomb Primary (FOAP)
I had a very productive meeting with some of the members of the FOAP committee this week. They are working
out some plans for fundraising later in the term – keep checking here for updates. I’d like to draw your attention
to the section in this newsletter too about ongoing online fundraising.

Reminder: Arrival time at school
We have had quite a few children arriving at school late recently. As a reminder, doors are open between 8.40am
and 8.50am. After this time, entry cannot be made through classroom doors – please don’t knock on the door or
window to be let in this way as teachers have been asked not to reopen the doors – they need to concentrate on
starting the teaching day. The front entrance is the way into school for late arrivals after 8.50am.

Reminder: New school phone number

The school phone number has changed to 01904 806799. The old line will stop taking
messages after 3pm tonight.
New information: Parents’ Evening
Parents’ meetings next week are on Tuesday 19th and Wednesday 20th. If you have not yet made an appointment
you will need to contact the school office as booking is now closed. For face to face appointments, please go to
the outside classroom door on the playground for access, not the main school entrance. Please note that
appointments are 7 minutes each for both online and face to face. Teachers may use a timer to help stick to this
for the in person meetings.

New information: Year 3/4 classes
Y3/4 will be watching the Horrible Histories 'Rotten Romans' film one afternoon next week. It has been rated a PG
film. If you DO NOT wish their child to watch the film please email office@acomb.pmat.academy before Monday
and we will make other arrangements for your child. Thank you
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New information: Reception Trip to York Explore Library
The Reception children will be going on a trip to Acomb Explore Library on Thursday 4th November 2021. Class
GG will leave school at 9.15am and return at approximately 11.30am. Class KB will leave school at 12.30pm and
return at approximately 2.45pm. Whilst we are at the library we will pick up the children's Time to Read packs,
find out about the different services the library has to offer and share a storytime session. The children should all
wear school uniform, with appropriate footwear and coats for the walk. Please see ParentPay to give consent for
the trip to the Library. We do need several parent helpers to come with us so if you can help at all, please let the
class teacher know. Unfortunately, we can’t accept an offer of help if you have other children in your care.

New Information: School lunches
Next will there will be a choice of Margherita Pizza or cheese bread on Thursday. Some puddings may be changed
if deliveries are delayed or some products are not available. All dietary variations will be catered for.
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Friends of Acomb Primary (FOAP)
FOAP have organised an exciting Christmas Design Project for this term with Cauliflower Cards! Today, your child has
brought home an A4 sheet of paper on which to create a design along with an order form to order a range of products. The
designs can be professionally printed and purchased on a range of products including Cards, Tags, Wrapping Paper and Gift
Mugs. Each product you order raises money for FOAP. Please read the artwork guidelines printed on your child’s order
form... most art materials can be used, but colour pencils, white or silver attached to a white background and photographs
are not recommended. Bold and bright designs that fill the paper produce the best effect. Large areas of white background
are less effective. Important details must not be placed within 5mm of the edge of the paper. Further inspiration can be
found on the cauliflower Card Gallery at www.cauliflowercards.co.uk. If any other members of your family would like to join
in then we do have a few spare order forms at the school office which you are able to collect! Artwork must be attached to
the order form with the arrow on the form circled indicating the top of the work. You are advised to keep designs flat and
damage free, as marks will show on the final print. Orders and payment MUST BE MADE ONLINE using the unique code
located at the top of the pupil order form. Please refer to your order form for further instructions and be aware that each
order form must be unique so please do not photocopy the form for other members of your family, extra copies are available
from the school office. All artwork where orders have been placed must be returned to school by: Friday 5 November 2021
at 3.00 p.m. (this is the date stipulated by Cauliflower Cards and is non-negotiable, if you order products online but fail to
return your form by this date you will be liable for delivery charges).
Cards will be delivered back into school by the beginning of December. Thank you for taking part and helping raise money for
FOAP – happy creating!
FOAP are making a fundraising plea to our wonderful school community to help us raise much needed funds for Acomb.
One of the easiest and safest ways for you to help us is for you to select FOAP as your chosen charity when shopping online
via easyfundraising or Amazon Smile. Both sites are easy to use and incur no additional costs to you. Each time you shop
using them, they donate money to the Friends of Acomb Primary School. During 2021 they sent cheques for just over £50,
but there are currently only a handful of people using it so with your help this could be MUCH more!
To help support us via Easyfundraising:
Download the Easyfundraising App, or go to www.easyfundraising.org.uk. Either sign-up
or login and choose to support “The Friends of Acomb Primary School – York”, then
whenever you are online shopping simply go through the easyfundraising app or
webpage, select the shop you want, and this will then lead to a percentage of the spend
being donated.
Lots of retailers including Marks and Spencer’s, Argos, ao.com, notonthehighstreet.com, booking.com and gocompare are
available donating various percentages.
To help support us via AmazonSmile:
Download the AmazonSmile App or go to http://www.smile.amazon.co.uk. Either sign-up (if you do not already have an
Amazon account) or login (with your existing account) and choose to support “Friends of Acomb Primary School”, then
whenever you shop on Amazon they will make a 0.5% donation (on eligible
purchases) to us.
With the shopping we are all likely to do in the run up to Christmas, in the winter
sales and in preparation for any birthdays, events, or forthcoming holidays
these small donations will make a HUGE difference. If you can help us to spread
the word and get your family and friends to sign up too, that’d be even better!
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OOSC booking system

As a reminder, bookings will close at 11.59pm on Thursdays for the week ahead. You
can book for the term but you MUST pay for your bookings immediately.
Our staffing costs are fixed in order to ensure we have the correct number of staff to children ratio and
our food orders are booked a week in advance, we CANNOT afford to have unpaid sessions going
forward. This is clearly unsustainable and should it continue it could put the future of the club in
jeopardy.
If you need an emergency place at the club, as before email: oosc@acomb.pmat.academy.
This can only be used in an emergency; we cannot take booking requests after the Thursday cut off.

Please note, if you wish to contact the Out of School club after the school day has
finished, please select the appropriate option and you will be put through to the Out of
School Club room and they will take your message. Remember that the school number
has changed to 01904 806799.
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Online Safety
Each week we will upload a new guide to the website to support you with keeping your child safe. This week the
focus is on parental controls on language.
iPhones and iPads don’t offer separate user accounts. So when you hand your Apple device to a child to play a
game or watch a video, you’re also handing them access to your email, the web, messaging and other apps
through which they could accidentally do something regrettable. Apple Guided Access solves this problem by
letting you restrict the iPhone or iPad to one particular app whenever your child uses the device. If they try and
leave that app, they will be asked for a password or Face ID, meaning they can’t access anything they shouldn’t.
Here, we show you how to find and set up the Guided Access feature, so you can confidently let your child borrow
your iPhone or iPad.
In the guide, you'll find step-by-step instructions for parents on how to set it up and how to switch it on.

https://acombprimary.org.uk/curriculum/e-safety
E-Safety – NOS account and app
We have signed up this year for National Online Safety – a website full of useful
resources to help parents learn about keeping their children safe online. There
is a huge range of explainer videos, help guides and training videos that you can
access as well as a useful app that provides easy access to these tools. These
resources cover areas such as – use of social media, adding parental restrictions to a mobile phone, common
apps, games and websites and much more.
It is completely free for parents and carers. To join, follow this link:
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/enrol/acomb-primary-school and sign up for an account.
Once you have an account, you can download the app:
https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/national-online-safety/id1530342372
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=uk.co.nationaleducationgroup.nos
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REMINDERS
Year 5 Trip to Vue Cinema
As part of the nationwide ‘Into Film Festival’, all the Year 5 children will be going to see the film 'Addams Family 2' at Vue
Cinema, Clifton Moor on Thursday 18th November. This will be during the morning and we will be back in time for lunch. As
this is a free celebration of film for children and young people, there is no cost for the film. However, we would be very
grateful if you could make a donation of £3, via ParentPay, to cover the transport. As the film is a new release, a film rating
has not yet been determined but more information can be found at: https://www.imdb.com/title/tt11125620/. Do get in
contact if you have any questions.

Old newspapers
Ms Jackson (Y5 teacher) would like any old newspapers you can spare. Please hand them in at her classroom or put them in
the green box in the main entrance near the school office. Thank you.

Morrison’s Vouchers
We have registered for the ‘Good to Grow’ scheme so please send any vouchers Morrison’s vouchers you
receive to school. We hope to put them towards some gardening equipment for the Out of School Club
Remember to go to the mymorrisons app and click ‘donate now’ to actually send the tokens to school.
Thank you.

Key stage 2 children
Any children in KS2 who wish to play football on the field during break times must have a change of clothes e.g. joggers/old
trousers to put on instead of their school trousers/skirt.

School clothes
Please remember that all items of clothing, coats, shoes, boots should be labelled with your child’s name so that we can
return them to the owner if they are lost. A reminder too that the children should have a change of shoes to wear indoors.
Thank you.

Dogs in the School Grounds
Please remember that we only allow dogs in the school grounds and buildings if they are support dogs. This includes any
dogs who are carried. Please leave them outside the entrance to the car park at the bottom of West Bank or outside the
Nursery Drive entrance.

Ignite Sports Coaching
Training Day Reminder – Friday 22nd October
Mr Shimmin and the Ignite Sports team are running a multi-sport day from 8.30am - 4.30pm on our training day, Friday 22nd
October. Please use this link to book CLICK HERE TO BOOK

