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Introduction
It has been a busy week at school and seems to have flown by. We have had some more new children join our
school – a very warm welcome to them – and Years 3 and 4 have been on their first school trip into York, with a
visit to the Yorkshire museum. I have also been enjoying reading stories to the reception classes and getting to
know their names. I started showing people round for September 2022 intake this week too – it has been lovely
to do that in person for the first time since 2019. If you know anyone with a child starting in September 2022 who
might want to come to Acomb, please ask them to contact Mrs Forrest in the office to arrange a tour.
Lee Haynes
Headteacher

New: Word of the Week
Each week we have a ‘word of the week’ that we focus on as a school. We introduce it to children in assembly
time and display it round the school. On Friday, during celebration assembly, we give certificates to children who
have shown good character through demonstrating this word in their work, play or other interactions.
This week’s word has been

Communication and next week we are focussing on Independence.

Updated: Dates for your diary
October
Mon-Fri
Tue
Wed
Thu
Tue
Wed
Wed
Thu
Fri

11-15
12
13
14
19
20
20
21
22

Walk to School Week
Y3 & Y4 Visit to Roman Baths (one class each day)
Parents’ Evening

More details to follow – online appointments to be
offered again

Flu Immunisation for all children
3.00 School Closes to all children
Training day – school closed to children
Half Term Monday 25th – Friday 29th

New information: Parents’ Evening
This term parents’ evening is scheduled for Tuesday 19th and Wednesday 20th October. This is a chance for you to
find out how your child has settled into their new class, what they are working on now and how well they have
been doing in the first few weeks. We have set available appointments as follows:
3.10pm-4.00pm – Face to face
4.15pm onwards – Online, video call
For help booking an appointment, please see the user guide below.
Please note appointments are 7 minutes each for both online and face to face. Teachers may use a timer to help
stick to this for the in person meetings. Please note that we won’t be sharing books at this early stage of the year
and that for face to face meetings, entry will be via the playground classroom doors.

Booking will go live at 7pm today (Friday 8th October) via https://acomb.schoolcloud.co.uk/
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Step 1: Login
Fill out the details on the page then click the Log In button.
A confirmation of your appointments will be sent to the email address you
provide.

Step 2: Select Parents' Evening
Click on the date you wish to book.
Unable to make all of the dates listed? Click I'm unable to attend.

Step 3: Select in-person or video
When you choose a date that has both in-person and video appointment sessions
available you can choose which one you want to book.
Then press Next.
Step 4: Select Booking Mode
Choose Automatic if you'd like the system to suggest the shortest possible
appointment schedule based on the times you're available to attend. To pick the
times to book with each teacher, choose Manual. Then press Next.

Step 6: Choose Teachers
Select the teachers you’d like to book appointments with. A green tick indicates
they’re selected. To de-select, click on their name.

Step 8: Book Appointments
Click any of the green cells to make an appointment. Blue cells signify where you
already have an appointment. Grey cells are unavailable.
To change an appointment, delete the original by hovering over the blue box and
clicking Delete. Then choose an alternate time.
Once you’re finished booking all appointments, at the top of the page in the alert
box, press click here to finish the booking process.
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New information: Yoga Club for Year Six
Mrs Batey is starting a yoga club for Year Six, starting next Wednesday at 8.10am in the hall. This is a free club,
children should come to school wearing loose fitting clothing or their PE kit.
To sign up, please use https://acomb.schoolcloud.co.uk/ and select Autumn Clubs.

New information: Choir
The school choir led by Nicola Betts is returning on Monday, November 1st from 3.10pm – 4.10pm, and then
every Monday for 6 weeks up until and including December 13th.
The School Choir will give children the opportunity to share the joy of singing together and experience the
wonder of singing in a choir. It is open to all children in Key Stages 1 and 2 from Year 1 through to Year 6.
We will enjoy singing familiar/popular songs together, as well as learning some new songs along the way,
including Christmas songs as we approach the season. Our repertoire will be varied and uplifting, and our
practices will be creative, lively and fun. Children will be given a drink of juice at the start of each choir practice.
The cost of this 6 week block is £24 (£4 per session).
Choir places can be booked online through Nicola's Tiny Toes Music business. The link for booking is
https://www.happity.co.uk/schedules/tiny-toes-music-york-acomb-primary-school-acomb-primary-school-choir

New information: Admissions Consultation for 2023-24 Entry
This year's Admissions Consultation is being jointly held by all admissions authorities in the City of York between 4
October and 14 November 2021. The consultation includes the admissions policies and planned number of places
available at each school for entry in September 2023. For more information and to respond to the consultation,
please visit the admissions page on our website or www.york.gov.uk/AdmissionsConsultation
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Friends of Acomb Primary (FOAP)
A BIG hello to parents, carers, and friends – old and new - from FOAP! After a hiatus of almost 18 months (our last big event,
would you believe, was the Christmas Fair in 2019!) we are back and ready to fundraise! We will shortly be organising our
AGM where we will vote for committee members and plan a schedule of events which will hopefully be able to take place
over the next school year, please watch out for notifications regarding these on our social media pages: Facebook:
friendsgroup@acombprimary and Twitter: @FoapAcomb.
As many of you know, FOAP’s fundraising efforts over the last few years have helped school to fund new chrome books,
reading books and they paid for the redevelopment of the central school courtyard (an achievement of which we are
extremely proud). We also regularly contribute to ‘special events’, trips and experiences for all year groups.
As it stands, we are a small group of volunteers who tend to focus on running larger events: Christmas and Summer Fairs,
Speed Quizzing, Pig Racing. We would love to be able to do more but we need more help to be able to do so. If you think you
can help take the lead with a fundraising initiative (with full support from committee members – and we are all SUPER
helpful) we would LOVE to hear from you. Just a handful of commitments to run a one-off event over the school year would
make a HUGE impact on the money we can raise; school budgets are tight, and we want to help support Acomb to continue
giving the children the wonderful opportunities they do in every way we can.
Drop us an e-mail: friendsofap15@gmail.com – we are lovely people, and we don’t bite!

FOAP are making a fundraising plea to our wonderful school community to help us raise much needed funds for Acomb.
One of the easiest and safest ways for you to help us is for you to select FOAP as your chosen charity when shopping online
via easyfundraising or Amazon Smile. Both sites are easy to use and incur no additional costs to you. Each time you shop
using them, they donate money to the Friends of Acomb Primary School. During 2021 they sent cheques for just over £50,
but there are currently only a handful of people using it so with your help this could be MUCH more!
To help support us via Easyfundraising:
Download the Easyfundraising App, or go to www.easyfundraising.org.uk. Either sign-up
or login and choose to support “The Friends of Acomb Primary School – York”, then
whenever you are online shopping simply go through the easyfundraising app or
webpage, select the shop you want, and this will then lead to a percentage of the spend
being donated.
Lots of retailers including Marks and Spencer’s, Argos, ao.com, notonthehighstreet.com, booking.com and gocompare are
available donating various percentages.

To help support us via AmazonSmile:
Download the AmazonSmile App or go to http://www.smile.amazon.co.uk.
Either sign-up (if you do not already have an Amazon account) or login (with
your existing account) and choose to support “Friends of Acomb Primary
School”, then whenever you shop on Amazon they will make a 0.5%
donation (on eligible purchases) to us.
With the shopping we are all likely to do in the run up to Christmas, in the winter sales and in preparation for any birthdays,
events, or forthcoming holidays these small donations will make a HUGE difference. If you can help us to spread the word
and get your family and friends to sign up too, that’d be even better!
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NEW OOSC booking system
Thank you for your patience with the booking system. I know it hasn't been as straightforward as we
hoped and so we have made the decision to move the booking system to ParentPay. This should make
the process easier as the booking and payments are on the one familiar system.
Bookings for after school sessions next week are live now, but close at midnight on Sunday. Breakfast
Club bookings may not go live in time for the Sunday cut off but, don’t worry, we will still accept your
child on Monday morning and update you as soon as possible.

After this week, bookings will close at 11.59pm on Thursdays for the week ahead. You
can book for the term but you MUST pay for your bookings immediately.
If you have paid for bookings, we will move your bookings across to ParentPay, you do not need to do
anything for this. We will ONLY manually move paid bookings. If you have booked sessions up until
Christmas but NOT paid, you need to re-book these on the new system.
A huge thank you to those of you who have paid for booked sessions. This helps us out tremendously.
Our staffing costs are fixed in order to ensure we have the correct number of staff to children ratio and
our food orders are booked a week in advance, we CANNOT afford to have unpaid sessions going
forward. Currently we have a large number of debtors and are owed £5947. This is clearly unsustainable
and should it continue it could put the future of the club in jeopardy.
If you need an emergency place at the club, as before email: oosc@acomb.pmat.academy.
This can only be used in an emergency; we cannot take booking requests after the Thursday cut off.
If you are viewing the booking process on a PC, it may look slightly different.
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Online Safety
Each week we will upload a new guide to the website to support you with keeping your child safe. This week the
focus is on parental controls on language.
Language is constantly evolving. The words, phrases and even emojis used on social media have transformed how
young people communicate. Many children now use memes and gifs to express how they feel and sometimes it
can feel like young people are speaking a completely different language to adults. Not only are acronyms present,
but words have literally changed meaning, and the use of emojis, memes and gifs have almost made technologyrelated communication a viable alternative language.

https://acombprimary.org.uk/curriculum/e-safety
E-Safety – NOS account and app
We have signed up this year for National Online Safety – a website full of useful
resources to help parents learn about keeping their children safe online. There
is a huge range of explainer videos, help guides and training videos that you can
access as well as a useful app that provides easy access to these tools. These
resources cover areas such as – use of social media, adding parental restrictions to a mobile phone, common
apps, games and websites and much more.
It is completely free for parents and carers. To join, follow this link:
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/enrol/acomb-primary-school and sign up for an account.
Once you have an account, you can download the app:
https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/national-online-safety/id1530342372
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=uk.co.nationaleducationgroup.nos
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Current Vacancies
We are looking to appoint a new Midday Supervisory Assistant to support children in the hall during the
lunchtime period to join our team. The job is to help prepare the hall for lunchtimes - putting out tables and
benches, setting out cutlery, cups and water jugs and cleaning down after the children have eaten. The role is also
to support the children whilst they are eating, promoting good manners, the correct use of cutlery and
encouraging independence. A vital part of the role is to be aware of children with additional needs and dietary
requirements who may need extra support and attention.
Qualifications are not essential; however, experience of working with children would be desirable.
The rate of pay is £9.50 per hour and we are looking for someone 11.10-1.10pm Monday to Friday.
If you would like more information please contact Ruth Collins on the school number (01904 806799) or email:
rcollins@acomb.pmat.academy

School Crossing Patrol Vacancy
As many of you know, since the retirement of the long-serving Malcolm, we have had a vacancy for a School
Crossing Patrol on Acomb Road. We are very keen to see this position filled to make a safer commute to school
for all of us. If you think you may be able to help, or you may know someone who be interested, please see below
for details of the role and how to apply.
Could you work a School Crossing Patrol?
Your School Needs You!
We are looking for a committed person to join our School Crossing Patrol Service for your School. You will be
responsible for ensuring the safety of the children crossing.
Full training and uniform is provided.
£9.79 per hour, term-time only and up to 7 hours per week. Suitable for Job-Share.
The job is sociable, responsible and we welcome applications from people of all ages.
Applicants must be prepared to work in all weather conditions, be polite and able to communicate well.
For an informal chat about this opportunity, please ring 07909 685095
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REMINDERS
Year 5 Trip to Vue Cinema
As part of the nationwide ‘Into Film Festival’, all the Year 5 children will be going to see the film 'Addams Family 2' at Vue
Cinema, Clifton Moor on Thursday 18th November. This will be during the morning and we will be back in time for lunch. As
this is a free celebration of film for children and young people, there is no cost for the film. However, we would be very
grateful if you could make a donation of £3, via ParentPay, to cover the transport. As the film is a new release, a film rating
has not yet been determined but more information can be found at: https://www.imdb.com/title/tt11125620/. Do get in
contact if you have any questions.

Old newspapers
Ms Jackson (Y5 teacher) would like any old newspapers you can spare. Please hand them in at her classroom or put them in
the green box in the main entrance near the school office. Thank you.

Morrison’s Vouchers
We have registered for the ‘Good to Grow’ scheme so please send any vouchers Morrison’s vouchers you
receive to school. We hope to put them towards some gardening equipment for the Out of School Club
Remember to go to the mymorrisons app and click ‘donate now’ to actually send the tokens to school.
Thank you.

Key stage 2 children
Any children in KS2 who wish to play football on the field during break times must have a change of clothes e.g. joggers/old
trousers to put on instead of their school trousers/skirt.

School clothes
Please remember that all items of clothing, coats, shoes, boots should be labelled with your child’s name so that we can
return them to the owner if they are lost. A reminder too that the children should have a change of shoes to wear indoors.
Thank you.

Year 3/4 School Trips
During the week of the 11th October, Years 3 and 4 will be going on a guided tour around the Roman Baths. The children will
all need a packed lunch on the day shown below. Please could all adults accompanying the children bring a mask to wear in
the Roman Bath. Thank you.
Class MCA (Y3)
Class RS (Y3/4)
Class HC (Y4)

Tues 12th October - leave school at 9am to walk to the Roman Baths and return by 1pm
Thurs 14th October - leave school at 9am to walk to the Roman Baths and return by 1pm
Weds 13th October - leave school at 9am to walk to the Roman Baths and return by 1pm

Dogs in the School Grounds
Please remember that we only allow dogs in the school grounds and buildings if they are support dogs. This includes any
dogs who are carried. Please leave them outside the entrance to the car park at the bottom of West Bank or outside the
Nursery Drive entrance.

Ignite Sports Coaching
Training Day Reminder – Friday 22nd October
Mr Shimmin and the Ignite Sports team are running a multi-sport day from 8.30am - 4.30pm on our training day, Friday 22nd
October. Please use this link to book CLICK HERE TO BOOK

