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Introduction
I am delighted to welcome everyone back to school after what I hope was an enjoyable summer break. The
children have returned really positively and it has been wonderful to see them all again. We even had whole
school assemblies on Tuesday and Friday, which were really special occasions.
As I start my twelfth year as Headteacher I reflect on how proud I am to lead such a happy, thriving and inclusive
school with such dedicated staff, enthusiastic children and supportive families. The school has grown from 220
children to almost 320 and we have developed a curriculum of which we are very proud. We look forward this
year to being able to have trips and visitors back again to give the children experiences beyond the classroom.
Lee Haynes
Headteacher

Staffing changes
This year we welcome some new staff and have some changing roles for existing staff:





Lauren Maguire, Bethany Watson and Sarah Stimpson have joined us as teaching assistants.
Victoria Allen and George Jennison will be joining us as teaching assistants later this month.
Miss Georgia Greenwood has joined us as class teacher in reception – covering Mrs Stevens maternity
leave.
Miss Clayton has also joined us as a trainee teacher, working in Year Six with Mr Baldwin.

As a reminder from last summer, classes this year are:
Reception
Reception
Year One
Year One/Two
Year Two
Year Three
Year Three/Four
Year Four
Year Five
Year Five
Year Six
Year Six

KB
GG
AWLS
EP
DHSW
MCA
RS
HC
TD
CJ
EJMB
DB

Mrs Bradley
Miss Greenwood
Mrs Walker & Miss Storey
Miss Peggs
Mrs Hatch & Mrs Wragg
Mrs Costa Alves
Ms Sarson
Miss Carty
Mr Dennis
Ms Jackson
Mrs Batey & Miss Johnson
Mr Baldwin

Also this year, there are some leadership changes:




I have returned to my role of Executive Head at Acomb Primary, working here most of the week (I am out
Thursdays).
Mr White is continuing as Head of School (in school Thursday and Friday), whilst also working at St
Lawrence’s Primary from Monday to Wednesday.
Mrs Walker and Miss Johnson are acting Assistant Headteachers - they can be points of contact for
queries in KS1 (Mrs Walker) and KS2 (Miss Johnson).

Covid controls
Included with this newsletter is a reminder of our current control measures for Covid-19.
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Reading Challenge
Tomorrow is the final day for completing the library challenge. It is close
this year between a few schools so please help us out and get to the
library to complete it. Children can bring certificates to school for a
special celebration assembly.

Amazing Pupil
Well done to Meya who worked hard over the summer to raise money for charity. In her own words she says
“Before the summer holidays I came up with the idea that I would do a sponsored reading challenge to raise
money for cancer research. I read an amazing total of 27 books in 6 weeks and I raised £325. I really enjoyed
doing it and I am thankful to anyone who sponsored me.”
Well done Meya – we are all really proud of you.

Dates
We will be issuing a calendar of important dates for the year ahead next
week. In the meantime, here are some upcoming events for you to note:
Welcome meetings
Monday 20th
Tuesday 21st
Wednesday 22nd
Thursday 23rd

5.00pm-5.30pm
5.30pm-6.00pm
5.00pm-5.30pm
5.30pm-6.00pm
5.00pm-5.30pm
5.00pm-5.30pm

Early Years
Y3 & Y4
Y1
Y2
Y6
Y5

Welcome meetings this year will be held in the school hall, with a short presentation from the teachers about the
year ahead, routines etc. There will be an opportunity at the end of the meeting to walk through the classroom
to see the environment your child is working in if you wish to. We are using the hall to aid ventilation and
distancing. The classrooms will be busier with lots of people so we would suggest face masks for use in this more
crowded area. We also ask you not to bring children to this meeting to reduce the number of people gathering.
Presentations used will be shared online afterwards for those who can’t make the above times.
Macmillan Coffee Afternoon
Friday 24th

2.00pm-3.00pm

Outside the hall (weather permitting)

Word of the Week
Each week we have a ‘word of the week’ that we focus on as a school. We introduce it to children in assembly
time and display it round the school. On Friday, during celebration assembly, we give certificates for children who
have shown good character through demonstrating this word in their work, play or other interactions.
This week’s word has been

Achievement and next week we are focussing on Aspiration.
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Reception Baseline
For parents of children in reception.
You may be aware that the government have introduced a statutory assessment in Early Years this year called
Baseline. Attached with this newsletter is a short leaflet outlining the assessment. Please be assured that as a
school we will be doing it as part of the normal school day and won’t be making it feel like a test.

E-Safety – NOS account and app
We have signed up this year for National Online Safety – a website full of useful
resources to help parents learn about keeping their children safe online. There is a
huge range of explainer videos, help guides and training videos that you can access
as well as a useful app that provides easy access to these tools. These resources
cover areas such as – use of social media, adding parental restrictions to a mobile
phone, common apps, games and websites and much more.
It is completely free for parents and carers. To join, follow this link:
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/enrol/acomb-primary-school and sign up for an account.
Once you have an account, you can download the app:
https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/national-online-safety/id1530342372
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=uk.co.nationaleducationgroup.nos

Ignite Sports Coaching
We are delighted to be back at Acomb offering the following after school clubs!
Wednesday
Year 3/4 Dodgeball
Year 5/6 Football (just 2 places left)
Friday
Year 1/2 Multi-skills
CLICK HERE TO BOOK AN AFTER SCHOOL SPORTS CLUB

Information for parents:
Reception baseline assessment

Reception Baseline Assessment
Do you have a child starting reception class from the
2021/22 academic year?
If so, your child will be participating in the reception baseline assessment (RBA)
within the first 6 weeks of starting reception.
The purpose of the assessment is to provide the starting point for a new measure
that will help parents understand how well schools support their pupils to
progress between reception and year 6 / the end of key stage 2.

What is the RBA?
The RBA is a short, interactive and practical assessment of your child’s early
literacy, communication, language and mathematics skills when they begin
school, using materials that most children of your child’s age will be familiar with.
It is statutory for all schools from September 2021.

What does participating in the RBA mean for my child?
The RBA is not about judging or labelling your child or putting them under any
pressure. Your child cannot ‘pass’ or ‘fail’ the assessment. Its main purpose is to
create a starting point to measure the progress schools make with their pupils.

‘During the COVID-19 pandemic, we know that parents have been pivotal
in supporting their child’s mental health and wellbeing during this difficult
time. I have had the pleasure of observing RBA in practice during the pilot
stage and can assure you that the RBA should not be stressful in any way
and your child is unlikely to realise they are doing an assessment. The
activities undertaken are fun, simple in design, short and age-appropriate.
Evidence from the trial and pilot shows that the children were interested in
the tasks and enjoyed it, and I’m sure your child will do too.’
Claire Harnden

Deputy CEO, Director of Teaching School Hub
South Farnham Educational Trust

How will the RBA benefit my child?
The RBA will provide an opportunity for your child to have valuable one-toone time with their teacher at an early stage, so the teacher can get to know
your child better. It will provide a helpful snapshot of where your child is when
they enter reception, so they can be supported in the most appropriate way.
Feedback from the trial and pilot of the RBA has been largely positive, with 84%
of practitioners rating the children’s interest and enjoyment of the tasks as at
least ‘satisfactory’.
‘As school leaders, we know how important the first weeks of school are
to a child and perceive the opportunity for our teachers to take time to
sit with each child individually to be hugely beneficial. The RBA helps
to facilitate this and our teachers have a better idea of how to design
learning for them.’
Claire Harnden

Deputy CEO, Director of Teaching School Hub
South Farnham Educational Trust

How will the RBA benefit me as a parent?
When your child reaches year 6 / the end of key stage 2, you will be able to see
how well your child’s school has supported the year group in their time at primary
school, compared to other schools nationally. This will improve on the current
progress measure, which only measures progress between key stage 1 and key
stage 2, missing out the crucial work schools do between reception and year 2 /
the end of key stage 1.
‘In later years, once the new progress measure is introduced, RBA will
mean parents are better able to see how well the school is supporting its
pupils throughout primary school. Parents will be able to compare the
performance of schools nationally based on the progress they make with
their pupils, enabling parents to make better, more informed decisions
when choosing the school they want their children to attend.’
Claire Harnden

Deputy CEO, Director of Teaching School Hub
South Farnham Educational Trust

How do I prepare my child for the assessment?
You do not need to do anything to prepare your child for the assessment. Your
child is unlikely to even know that they are doing an assessment when they are
completing the tasks.

What if my child cannot access the assessment?
Your child will answer questions verbally or by pointing at or moving objects.
The assessment has been designed to ensure that it is inclusive and accessible
to as many children as possible, including those with special educational needs
or disability (SEND) or English as an additional language (EAL). The teacher can
pause the assessment at any time if your child needs a break. There are also
modified materials available for children with visual and hearing impairments.

How will the data be used?
The data from the assessment will only be used by the Department for Education
when your child has reached the end of year 6, to provide the baseline to
measure the progress of your child’s year group from reception to year 6. The
data from the assessment, including numerical scores, is not shared with you,
pupils, teachers, or external bodies, including schools, and there will be no
published scores at pupil, school or national level.

Will I receive feedback on my child’s assessment?
Your child’s teacher will receive a set of statements which provide a narrative description
of how your child performed in the assessment. Schools can choose whether to send
these to you directly, but they must provide them to you on your request.
For more information
Your child’s teacher will be able to answer any questions about the reception
baseline assessment. For more details you can also visit www.gov.uk/STA.
© Crown copyright 2021
Information for parents: reception baseline assessment
Electronic version product code: STA/21/8347/e ISBN: 978-1-78957-450-0
You may re-use this document/publication (not including logos or images) free of charge in any format or
medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence v3.0. To view this licence, visit www.nationalarchives.
gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3 or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. Cover image © iStock.
com/vgajic. This document is available for download at www.gov.uk/government/publications.

September 2021

Dear Parents and Carers
Welcome to the new school year
I hope all families have had a safe and restful summer break and that your children are looking forward to being back at
school. To those parents and carers whose children are just joining a Pathfinder school, I would like to wish you a warm
welcome to the trust and hope that your child has a really successful start to their school journey.
I would like to thank all families for your understanding and support throughout the last 18 months. Staff in our schools have
faced many challenges balancing our stringent COVID-19 measures alongside continuing to deliver the best education
possible to all students. This has been all the more manageable having the support of parents and carers, particularly when
we have seen cases in our schools.
In line with government guidance, we will continue to have a range of preventative measures in place in our schools from
September. These include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ensuring anyone with COVID-19 symptoms does not attend school and is advised to have a PCR test.
Maintaining good standards of hand hygiene. Including washing hands with soap and water when arriving at
school, followed by regular handwashing or sanitising throughout the day.
Promoting good respiratory hygiene by catching coughs and sneezes in a tissue and disposing of it in a lidded bin.
Routine cleaning of high contact points.
Ensuring classrooms and offices remain well ventilated by keeping doors and windows open wherever possible.
This will be supported with CO2 monitors later in the term.
Encouraging members of staff and eligible children to get vaccinated.
Twice weekly testing for members of staff and secondary school students.

Schools are no longer responsible for contact tracing in the event of a positive case, therefore students will only need to
isolate if they are advised to do so by NHS Test and Trace. There is no requirement for children under the age of 18 to
self-isolate or those who have received both doses of the COVID-19 vaccine.
Copies of all school risk assessments are available on the Pathfinder website at the link below. These will be reviewed
every two weeks to ensure we continue to have appropriate preventative measures in place. We also have a contingency
framework in place should the number of cases rise. This may include the reintroduction of face coverings in some settings;
2 metre social distancing for members of staff and increased testing.
The school risk assessments can be found here: https://pathfinder.academy/coronavirus-covid-19-information-and-advice/
I would like to finish by wishing all students a successful and productive school year ahead. If you have any questions,
please do not hesitate to contact your child’s school in the usual way or email us at info@pmat.academy.
Yours faithfully,

Andrew Daly
Chief Executive Officer
Pathfinder Multi Academy Trust

